
 
 

 

 

4.1 SAFEGUARD RESPONDERS  
 

 
 

ñSAFEGUARD  and protect disaster responders from harm.ò 
 

The goal of SAFETY FUNCTION ACTION  is: ñAchieve and maintain a high level of 

disaster health and well -being.ò  The ñThree Keys ò to disaster health are SAFETY , 
FUNCTION , a nd ACTION . SAFEGUARD is one of two strategies designed to achieve 

maximal SAFETY , the first ñKey.ò Four objectives are specified to SAFEGUARD 
RESPONDERS : SECURE, SHELTER, SHIELD, and SIGNAL. Tactics are the actions to 

achieve the objectives.  
 

The focus of  the SAFEGUARD RESPONDERS strategy is to maximize safety for self, 
team, and family during daily operations and during disaster duty. Responders must 

prioritize safety on the home front and for all team members to be able to discharge 
their response duties  at full capacity without distraction or competing demands.  

 

Achieving maximal safety is Job One. Disaster responders must be safeguarded from 
physical harm and psychological trauma so they can remain healthy and perform 
their response duties.  Safeguardi ng responders not only prevents injury, illness, and 

line -of -duty death, this strategy also decreases the likelihood of psychological 
trauma, injury - related distress, and grieving the loss of fallen colleagues and 

comrades.    

 
 



 
 

 

 

4.1 SAFEGUARD RESPONDERS  
 

SECURE  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the SECURE Objective:  

Å Secure the home front.  

Å Secure the scene to protect responders.  

Å Provide human security.  
Å Assure responders of their safety.  
 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Secure the scene to protect responders.  

Ensure that re sponders are reassured about the level of 
safety achieved.  
Provide ample, visible, well -equipped human security 
personnel.  

SHELTER  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the SHELTER Objective:  

Å Shelter in fortified structures.  

Å Safeguard responder facilities and disaster r esponse  

sites.  
 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Shelter in structures able to withstand the physical 
forces of the incident.  
Reassure responders about the safety of their shelter 
environment.  
Safeguard personnel, response assets, equipment, and 
supplies in se cured shelter.  

SHIELD  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the SHIELD Objective:  

Å Shield with personal protective equipment.  

Å Maintain safe distance from hazards.  

Å Shield responders from excessive exposure to  
traumatic scenes.  

 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  

Use personal pro tective equipment (PPE) to protect and  
shield self and team from hazards while engaging in 
response duties.    
Guard responders from excessive exposure to traumatic 
scenes.  
Train to mastery to decrease the stress of responding and 

operating in PPE.  

SIGNAL  

 

 

TACTICS to achieve the SIGNAL Objective:  

Å Attend to disaster warnings.  

Å Alert responders to danger.  

Å Signal the need for help.  
 

INTEGRATED DISASTER HEALTH:  
Know warning signs and signals.  
Respond to warnings in a timely manner.  
Simulate and practice resp onding to warnings to  
decrease uncertainty about what to do.  

Train teammates to alert co -workers to danger.  
Respond to signals for help from teammates.  

 


